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Welcome to
St Mark’s Parish, Dundela

Church of Ireland

 

Autumn 2026

Through the open door – 
unlock your imagination
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Parish Contacts
Please contact the Rector if you wish to talk, have a visit or go for a walk, as well as 
for baptisms, confirmations, weddings or funerals.    

Rector: Canon Dr Helene T. Steed   
M: 07342 720350
Email: office.dundela@down.anglican.org 

Parish Office: Heyn Hall, 2 Sydenham Avenue, Belfast, BT4 2DR
T: 028 9013 7436
Email: office.dundela@down.anglican.org
Office hours: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9 am - 12 noon

To find out more about St Mark’s …
visit our website and follow us on social media. You can also sign up for our weekly 
newsletter or emails about events, even if you don’t consider yourself a parishioner.
Visit our homepage: https://dundeladownanglican.org

Connect with St Mark’s

Helene
Rector

Maureen
The welcoming wardens  Senior and assistant verger The property wardens

Louise Brian  Arthur Yvonne Laura 

Kathy
Cleaner Derick

Derick
Organist 

and Choirmaster

Sarah
Development and

Outreach Co-ordinator

 John 
Hon Treasurer

Don
Bell Captain

 Robert 
Lay reader and 
pastoral care
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Regular Services 
in St Mark’s

Sunday 10.00 am 
and 6.30 pm 

Wednesday 3.45 pm

Looking forward to 
seeing you!

A Message from Helene, Rector in St Mark’s
Doors are fascinating - and there are 
so many different types! Double doors, 
French doors, single doors, doors with a 
window and revolving doors. Then there 
are doors within a larger door, a wicket 
door. Some doors open out, others in. 
And that is before we start considering 
the plethora of colours.

Doors are intriguing. What is on the 
inside? we wonder. Many of us have, 
sometime in life, looked through a letter 
box or placed our ear on it, to satisfy our curiosity. In the Bible there are many doors 
for us to explore, providing insights into what God has in store for us, and openings 
to new opportunities – a new challenge, a new direction in life, spiritual growth, 
friendship with God and with those who like us have entered in. 

Other doors lead to a place of protection and security, a place of rest. They take us 
to a shelter where Jesus is the door, the gate, the protective shield providing safety. 
Jesus said: There is a house with many rooms. It is prepared for us (John 14:1-6). 
We are invited to enter in through that front door. Welcome. 

Sometimes we may need to look twice to find the door that leads to life. It may not 
be obvious at first glance. Keep on looking - it is there. Maybe in a corner, out of 
sight, ready to be opened and taking us to a place where God is.  

The doors to St Mark’s church and hall are open for exploration and growth in faith. 
Enter in for prayer and worship, and there is a place for you at the Lord’s table. 
Come along and meet Christ, who gives us rest! (Matthew 11:28)

Blessings,    
Helene

Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening 
into the house and gate of Heaven, 
to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, 
where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, 
but one equal light; 
no noise nor silence, but one equal music; 
no fears or hopes, but one equal possession; 
no ends or beginnings, but one equal eternity, 
in the habitations of thy glory and dominion, 
world without end. Amen.
John Donne (1572-1631)                                        
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Come through our door for worship and friendship
Everyone is welcome in St Mark’s. Come as you are, everything you need is easy 
to follow on a screen and the choir and musicians will create a joyful musical 
atmosphere to sing along with. We enjoy hearing children’s voices and families are 
invited to our family friendly pews where children can play and ‘be children’. Before 
the 10.00 am service, we can help you find a seat and settle in. Listen out for our 
weekly interactive children’s thought, when anything can happen! Afterwards we 
always have tea/coffee/juice and some treats, and a chance to chat, connect and 
hear what’s happening. The door is open for you.  

First Sunday Service  
A slightly more informal worship experience with a variety of music, accompanied 
by our Music Group, and time for a chat together afterwards over a cup of tea or 
coffee in our welcome area. Autumn’s intriguing themes are:-

Sunday 6 September:    10.00 am	 Live as a disciple of Christ.
Sunday 4 October:	     10.00 am	 Find the door to the true treasure.
Sunday 1 November: 	    10.00 am	 Wake up and remember!		
Sunday 6 December:	    10.00 am	 Hear the voice!

Wednesdays
Wednesday afternoon services in St Mark’s at 3.45 pm give a wonderful midweek 
opportunity to step into the quiet and reflect. We pray for the sick and those who have 
asked for prayer, and most weeks we also celebrate Holy Communion. Welcome.  

Evening Praise and Communion 
On the last or fourth Sunday of each month we meet 
together with YF (our Youth Fellowship group) at 6.30 to 
7.30 pm in the church for a time of praise for God through 
contemporary music and singing, teaching and prayer time. 
The YF host us afterwards for drinks and nibbly treats, 
and time to chat about what we have learned. 
Sunday 27 September:	 Sparkly Angels.
Sunday 25 October:	 Saints and sausages.
Sunday 22 November: 	 From an apple to a wardrobe 	
			   – insights from ‘The Magicians Nephew’

Are you new to the area? Have you lost the habit of coming to church?
Don’t know anyone? Not sure what to do?

Our team will warmly welcome you to our services or other activities. 
If you need a lift please contact the office to arrange.
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Harvest Thanksgiving  25 - 27 September 

Tree Planting ceremony and Harvest Ceilidh Dance 
To mark the 80th birthday of the Belfast Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dancing 
Society, an oak sapling will be a presented to the parish on Friday 25 September at 
6.30 pm for planting in the parish grounds – a wonderful acknowledgement of our 
long-standing friendship, and enhancement for our gardens. The ceremony will be 

followed by a ceilidh in the Parish Hall commencing at 7.00 pm. Light 
refreshments will be served, and the event is open to all. There 
is a suggested donation of £5 in support church funds.  

You don’t need a partner, and don’t need any previous 
experience, just a willingness to get involved and have an 
enjoyable time.  You never know, you just might find a new hobby!

We will gather for our annual Harvest Thanksgiving service on Sunday 27 September 
10.00 am, when the church will be decorated with reminders of the blessings of 
harvest. The service of Holy Communion will feature a new choral communion 
setting written by parishioner Michael Newman.  

Remembering our Loved Ones  
Sunday 18 October  6.30 pm
An opportunity to pause, reflect and remember our loved ones who have passed 
away, thanking God for their lives and asking the Holy Spirit to strengthen us in our 
grief. This year we will focus our thoughts on Isaiah Chapter 40 – God comforts 
his people. If you would like your loved one to be remembered by name, please 
contact the parish office.   

Remembrance Sunday  Sunday 8 November  10.00 am
‘They shall not grow old….’ The poignant words from Binyon’s poem ‘The 
Fallen’ set the tone for our annual remembrance of those who gave their 
lives in two World Wars and armed conflicts since. 

Service for Healing and Wholeness  
Sunday 29 November   6.30 pm
No matter if we are sick or not, all of us need some kind of healing. This service gives 
us an opportunity to receive prayers for specific needs and to be touched by the 
healing touch of God. The service is for everyone; together we join our prayers with 
others and lifting one another up to God.
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We go through many doors in our 
lifetimes, often from the known to the 
unknown. Sometimes we enter with 
excited anticipation, sometimes with 
uncertainty, sometimes unthinkingly 
- and perhaps sometimes fearfully. 
The subject has occupied writers and 
artists throughout time…William Blake 
mystically invited us through the doors of 
perception; C.S Lewis took us through a 
humble wardrobe door into a wondrous 
other world; Seamus Heaney spoke of a 
door into the dark; Bob Dylan sang of a 
need to knock on heaven’s door; and…
yes, there are indeed many doors, both 
literal and metaphorical.
 
I passed through countless doors in both 
my academic and professional lives – 
to receive and give lectures, tutorials 

and seminars; to interviews, meetings, 
presentations to clients (current or 
hoped for), conferences, and more. 
Often, I would exit through the same 
door, elated and with renewed vigour: 
disappointingly, I would sometimes exit 
with a hope diminished, and feeling 
deflated or underwhelmed, but again 
having learned from the experience: 
occasionally, I might have thought that 
I had wasted time – such a precious 
commodity to us all, and we must seize 
the moment, every moment!
 
Not so very long ago, I entered a door 
which I had passed hundreds of times 
in my car, on my bike, or walking - for 
it is a door close to both my home and 
my office. I entered with inquisitiveness, 
searchingly, perhaps more than a 
little needfully. I was immediately 
comfortable, met with kindness, smiles, 
and appropriate curiosity; a sense of 
‘all are welcome here’ was tangible. 
This was a place where I might learn 
important truths, seize many happy 
and meaningful moments, reaffirm a 
purpose, and engage with wonderful 
people. The open door I had walked 
through is the door of St. Mark’s, a door 
into a house of the Lord – and I am richly 
rewarded for having been as curious.

Behind An Open Door by Peter Spratt
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Biblical Doorways
Let’s go through the keyhole!

Doors are about access or lack thereof. They 
are also places of transition. Sometimes doors 
are shut, other times opened. Sometimes doors 
function as entrances into something and other 
times they are exits, taking us somewhere else. 
Doors and doorways are filled with symbolism, 
and they are plentiful in the Bible. This study 
focuses on some spiritual insights from some 
of these doors and doorways. Each study is 
independent and stands alone. 

We meet at 8.00 pm in the Rectory. Welcome! 

Tuesday 15 September: Shut the door and be open to God 
We will explore advice given by the prophet Elisha to the widow (2 Kings 4:1-7) and 
Jesus’ encouragement about prayer in solitude (Matthew 6:6).

Tuesday 22 September: Why does Jesus describe himself as a door? 
An opportunity to consider one of the seven ‘I am’ sayings (John 10:7-10) as well as 
the meaning of the ‘narrow door’ (Luke 13:24). 

Tuesday 29 September: Knock, knock – who’s there? 
Sometimes we knock and Jesus opens (Matthew 7:7-8), other times Christ knocks 
and we open (Revelation 3:20). 

The Old Rectory by Gladys O’Neill 
Somehow we all lived near it or beside it.
Some slept in it. 
It was ours, now listed, precious, let us preserve it. 
We loved the old solid red bricks.
Gave a great sense of endurance and good direction for travellers.
Near the church, near the hall, surrounded by gardens, colourful 
and tended. 
Home to many church families, rectors and curates.  
Prayers abounded there for many in need.
The Lion on the front door never roared. 
It was silently a symbol of strength and courage. 
A favourite of C. S. Lewis supporters. 
We are told to ”Knock on the door, it will be opened.” 
Someone will come soon. 
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The Lewis Legacy: A doorway to discovery  
In our Spring 2026 magazine we shared plans to restore the Old Rectory at St Mark’s 
(to be known as The Lewis Legacy), one of the few remaining buildings with a direct 
link to world renowned Christian author, C. S. Lewis. St Mark’s was his home parish, 
his grandfather was the first Rector, and here Lewis was baptised and claimed for 
Christ. He returned many times later in life, not least to mark his journey back to faith 
and remember his parents in the stained glass ‘Lewis window’ in the church. 

What is the vision? Our vision is to transform this 9 bedroom house into a hub where 
people of all ages can explore Christian faith, literature, imagination and creativity. 
Through exhibitions, talks, study, hospitality and community activities, The Lewis 
Legacy will celebrate the life, works and Christian faith of C. S. Lewis, and provide a 
place for discovery, discipleship and reflection, for the wider church and community.   
What are the plans? We will create a multi-use facility including a C. S. Lewis visitor 
exhibition, a community cafe, a self-contained flat as a writer’s retreat, and a library, 
along with a range of study and seminar spaces. 
What has been achieved so far? In early August we spent a week as a parish 
praying over all aspects of the project – this is a daunting but exciting time, and we 
look forward to seeing how God will continue to bless our efforts. The Lewis Legacy 
Belfast Ltd was registered in June 2026 to ensure that this project is managed in a 
legal and appropriate manner. An application for charitable status has been submitted 
and a new bank account opened. Work on planning permissions is underway. 
How much will it cost? We aim to raise £2.5 m to deliver the completed vision. 
What is the timescale?	Our target is to open the building by late 2028 to coincide 
with Lewis’ 130th birthday. 

How can you help? 
We are now taking the bold step of asking for the funds to make this vision a reality. 
•	 Please donate any amount through our website or by using these bank details: 	
	 Danske Bank St Mark’s Church Parish of Dundela  95-06-79 20386898
•	 Sign up as a supporter on our parish website, and receive further updates. 
•	 Share stories or memories of the building with our Parish History group who 		
	 are working on a new book (contact the office to discuss). 
•	 Pray along with us. Read more on our website and please tell others.

We are knocking on this iconic door, let’s open it together!
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C. S. Lewis Talks with Canon Helene Steed.   
During the month of October, we will deepen our knowledge about C. S. Lewis and 
ponder how he taught Christian faith through imagination. When Lewis became 
a Christian, he drew the conclusion that Christian faith encompasses reason, 
imagination, longing and yearning, and it brought him joy.
Tuesday 13 October: Lewis, faith and the power of the pen. 
Tuesday 20 October: Discovering theology and biblical insights in  
‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’.
Both at 8.00 pm in the parish hall

C. S. Lewis Sundays
Every November we consider the contribution to discipleship and Christian faith 
by this famous son of St Mark’s. 
On Sunday 15 November at 6.30 pm we are joined for Holy Communion by 
delegates of the C.S. Lewis Institute Symposium, and esteemed poet Malcom 
Guite will be the speaker. On Sunday 22 November at 10.00 am we will consider 
Lewis’ teaching – The Lord is building a palace. 

Our doors are open for tours 
As we await the exciting new base for 
our tours in the Old Rectory, our team of 
volunteer guides will continue to welcome 
groups for a tour of the church and to share 
stories of our connections with author C. S. 
Lewis, as well as the fascinating military 
history of parishioners, and the recently 
retired colours of the Irish Guards.
 

Check on Eventbrite or our website for details of upcoming tours, tickets £10 per person, 
including refreshments. You may also email: visitstmarksdundela@gmail.com to arrange 
a private group booking throughout the autumn and winter months. 

Paperweight crafting team  
Lionel has trained a team of parishioners in the 
handcrafting of our Lion Doorknob paperweights, 
from moulding and filing to careful polishing and 
packaging. Visitors often purchase one of these 
fabulous paperweights, moulded from the original 
doorknob of the Old Rectory, as a memento of 
their trip to St Mark’s. You can place an order 
for Christmas presents through the office by 30 
September, price £35.  
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Messy Church 
Hannah and our friendly volunteer team will be 
delighted to welcome children, parents, grandparents 
and friends to our Messy Church afternoons this 
autumn. Bring the kids along to learn together 
through stories, crafts, games and activities about 
characters and events in the Bible.  

Messy Doors  Saturday 3 October  2.00 – 3.30 pm  
Let’s discover the story of the paralysed man and his exciting journey to Jesus. 
Messy Wardrobes  Saturday 28 November  2.00 – 3.30 pm
Find out what lies behind the wardrobe door, welcome to dress up as a character 
from Narnia. 

Our ‘Bricks Club’ offers lots of opportunity for imaginative play and team work for 
children aged 6, and above. We meet on Wednesdays 4.00 to 5.15 pm, beginning 
Wednesday 9 September in the parish hall, (with accompanying adults if desired). 
Registration opens through the parish office from 19 August. 

Welcome to the amazing St Mark’s Bricks Exhibition on 14 and 15 November
see advert on back page. 

Little Lions  
We meet on Wednesdays from 10.00 to 11.30 am, 
resuming on Wednesday 16 September for play, 
singing, chat and coffee in the parish hall.  All pre-
school children are welcome, this is a great way to 
connect with other mums, dads and carers. 

Cooking with Karen  
‘Apples and Pears’ will be the theme for Karen’s 4 week cooking club for children 
in P6 to Year 10 restarting on Tuesday 22 September in the parish hall at 4.00 to 
5.30 pm. Sounds delicious as usual! Please contact the parish office to sign 
up as places are limited.   

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
All our Guiding groups meet on Monday evenings in the hall, restarting on 
Monday 14 September, Rainbows at 5.15 pm and Brownies and Guides at 6.30 
pm. We offer a warm welcome to the four new Brownie leaders, Amy, Megan, 
Lauren and Tori, and wish them well as they settle into their new roles. Contact 
for all the groups: Heather Ellison 07749 370118. 
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News from Sarah, our outreach coordinator  
Sarah is now one year into her new post, and shares 
some of the many aspects of parish life she is involved in. 
Our amazing young people We think St Mark’s might 
have the most dedicated group of children around. Did you 
know that every child is given the opportunity to contribute 
in some way in our services every week of the year? From 
the moment they come through the door they get to work! 
They carry the cross and/or children’s banner, assist 
Helene in very practical ways as she leads the service, 
receive and pray over the congregational collection, 
lead prayers (sometimes ones they have written), play 

instruments to help lead worship and help to prepare the church for services. We 
are indebted to their service and commitment. Come and see them in action! 
Sunday School runs all year round and on Sunday 13 September during the 10am 
service we are having a party as we celebrate the start of a new school year. Expect 
fun, games and snacks!  We are now following a new programme called Roots, to 
nurture our young people in faith. 
Reaching out Over the past year we supported Strandtown Primary School in 
practical ways, helping to maintain their wellbeing space. This is a small garden 
set within the school building. Parishioners joined me in June for two mornings of 
weeding, strimming and painting. We will continue working this autumn, returning 
this valuable area to a useful educational space for the school.
Kingdom Builders 2026 We enjoyed 3 days of fun, games, challenges, songs, bible 
stories and crafts in July at our holiday bible club. It was a joy to welcome children 
from the local community as we learnt about building God’s Kingdom. We’re already 
looking forward to our holiday club next year! 
YF Some YF members enjoyed a trip to Portglenone in June to experience a day at 
Summer Madness. The weather was terrible so we’re glad we didn’t camp this year, 
but we’re already mentally preparing ourselves for tents (preferably with no leaks), 
sleeping bags and lack of sleep for Summer Madness 2027! Our YF year kicks off 
on Sunday 13 September, 6.30 to 7.30pm in the Heyn Hall with pizza and games. 
Open to anyone aged 10 – 18, even if you’ve never been before. Contact Sarah at 
youth.dundela@gmail.com or 07731 422002.

Outdoor Advent Service 
Sunday 6 December, from 6.30 pm.

Fairy lights twinkling and a fire pit ready to toast marshmallows. 
 An outdoor service for all the family to celebrate 

and prepare for the light that is coming into the world.
 Wrap up warm and enjoy a hot drink as you arrive! 
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Autumn activities in St Mark’s
Art and Chat group Mondays 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm. Meet 
in the Parlour with fellow artists of all abilities to draw, sketch, 
paint and chat together over a cuppa. Bring your own supplies 
and enjoy the company.  

Creative Stitchers Our creative stitchers craft group meeting in 
the parish hall on the second and fourth Thursday each month from 2.00 to 4.00 
pm to knit, sew, embroider, crochet and chat. The Autumn will see some beautiful 
Christmas gifts being prepared - why not unleash your creative juices, and try a 
new skill? Contact: Ann Clark 028 9029 2205.    

Warm Hub  Our ‘Warm Hub’ will reopen in the Parlour on Thursday 
10 September at 11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Join us in a warm and welcoming 
space for tea/coffee/treats (a bowl of soup will be served from 1 October 
onwards), and the opportunity for friendship and chat. Our Hub is free 
to all, welcome!

Book Club
More stories to discover this autumn at our monthly book club. 
We meet in the Rectory, 4 Sydenham Avenue, to share thoughts 
and a cup of tea.
	
Tuesday 1 September 8.00 pm: Belfast Gate by Tony Macaulay. A 
tongue-in-cheek depiction set in 2019 about a group of protestant 
and catholic women living on either side of one of the peace wall 
in West Belfast. A humorous book about friendship and what 
matters in life.
Tuesday 6 October 8.00 pm: Finding Belle. What will it take to uncover her past? 
by Reeta Chakrabarti. A book reminding us that our past affects us throughout life. 
A mother, a father, their daughter and a family secret.  
Tuesday 3 November 8.00 pm: The Boy from the Sea by Garrett Carr. An abandoned 
baby boy is found by a Donegal fisherman. This boy changes a whole community.  
Tuesday 1 December 8.00 pm: Barchester Towers by Anthony Trollope. A read in 
which we meet Mrs Proudie, the Bishop’s wife, his chaplain Mr Slope, Archdeacon 
Grantly and the delightful Mary Bold as power struggle unfolds. A charming and 
timeless drama with a sprinkle of romance.  
Contact: The Rector or the parish office.
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Musical Opportunities 
Our friendly Open Choir meets on Wednesdays in the church from 7.30 to 9.00 pm 
to practice a range of music for services and the occasional concert. Open means 
exactly that, open to everyone, and you are welcome to sing with us regularly or for 
a season. Come for a cup of Musical-i-tea from 7.00 pm.

The Music Group leads worship at the First Sunday service of each month, 
with a range of abilities and instruments catered for. For more information about 
the Open Choir or Music Group, contact Derick: derickweirmusic@gmail.com or 
Sarah: 07731 422002

Our Handbell Choir meets on Wednesdays 6.00 to 7.00 pm, in the church.  Our 
handbell choir, led by Stuart, played beautifully at Easter, and we look forward to 
more performances. Welcome to come along and give it a try. 

Head through the bell tower doorway and up the 46 steps to the ringing room – 
Don and his team will ‘show you the ropes’ for our peal of 10 bells. Beginners and 
experienced Tower Bell ringers practice on Wednesday evenings, 6.30 to 9.00 
pm. Contact Don (07842 891388) for more information. 

Organ Recital for Remembrance Tide
Sunday 8 November 6:30 pm

Join us for a reflective and inspiring organ recital during Remembrance 
Tide, featuring a programme of music chosen to commemorate those who 
have given their lives in service and to offer a message of hope and peace.
The recital will include works by Bach, Ficarri, Elgar and others, providing 
an opportunity for remembrance, reflection, and thanksgiving through a 

range of quiet, meditative pieces to majestic and uplifting music. Whether 
you are a regular concertgoer or simply wish to spend an hour in peaceful 

contemplation, all are warmly welcome to this recital performed by our 
Organist Derick Weir on the St Mark’s Compton Organ.

St Mark’s Players Drama Group 
The 2026/27 year should see a winter pantomime and a spring comedy from St 
Mark’s Players in collaboration with Knock Drama. If you would like to star on stage 
or help behind the scenes, please contact Eileen on M: 07919597701, and look out 
for announcements of performance dates.  

For more information on all our activities visit Facebook or Instagram, or contact 
the parish office or Rector, see the inside front cover for details. 
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Walking Group 
Crunching through the autumn leaves, having 
a chat and finishing with a cup of tea or coffee 
– how uplifting! We try to ensure our walks 
are dog and family friendly, and suitable for all 
ages and fitness levels. Meet at the parish 
hall at 1.30 pm. 

Saturday 12 September:		 Donaghadee harbour and shoreline. 
Saturday 10 October: 		  RUC George Cross Memorial Garden at Knock.
Saturday 21 November: 		 Queens University/Botanic Gardens.
For more information and if you need a lift to any of our walks, please contact: Hannah 
Nelson 07796 641463 or ask in the parish office to be added to our WhatsApp group.

Scottish Country Dancing (RSCDS)
Built around the principles of friendship, fitness and fun, the Belfast branch has held 
classes in St Marks for 12 years, with one of the larger memberships in RSCDS. 
This friendly class welcomes beginners of all ages, with experienced members 
happy to guide newcomers through each dance. The autumn season will restart 
on Thursday 11 September from 7.30 to 9.00 pm, as well as monthly Saturday 
morning skills classes. Contact: John Campbell 07923 492357. 

Get Strong, Calm and Flexible with Lynne 
Mondays 10.45 to 11.30 am - Get Strong, using small hand weights.
Wednesdays 9.30 to 10.15 am - Equilibrium, stretching and breathing exercises. 
Thursdays 10.45 to 11.30 am - Flex class, improving mobility and flexibility to music, 
seated or standing.  Fitness coach Lynne will guide you through it all, and please 
stay for tea and coffee in the Parlour Warm Hub on Thursdays too. 

Yoga classes 
Yoga teacher Sonia offers classes in the Parish Hall on Tuesdays 7.00 to 8.15 pm 
and 8.30 to 9.45 pm, and on Wednesdays 7.00 to 8.15 pm. Classes recommence 
on 1 September, to book your place please contact: Sonia 07952 803405.

Opening doors to the wider world 
During the spring and summer months, our 
Sunday School helped us consider Christians 
being persecuted throughout the world, having to 
meet behind closed doors. Linda and her merry 
team raised funds to keep open the doors of the 
Tujisaidie School in Nairobi for a larger number 
of children. Sahithya and Emmanuel shared their 
love of Indian spices during Spice Night and Glynn 
introduced us to the wonders of Japan. Thanks 
to all who help us to widen our thinking beyond 
our own doors.  



Dates for your Diary

BBC Radio 3 Concerts
as part of

 Belfast International Arts Festival

presents 

Henning Kraggerud & Friends 
Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October 

at 7.30 pm St Mark’s Church Dundela
Violinist Henning Kruggerad is one of Norway’s 
most distinguished musicians, and will perform 
alongside cellist Adrian Brendel and pianist 

Alasdair Beatson.

Tickets are free and available from
  belfastinternationalartsfestival.com

from 21 September.

Saturday 17 October at 8.00 pm
St Mark’s Church, Dundela

A pot pourri of choral favourites celebrating 40 
years of making music together. 

Tickets £15 (Students £10)
Available at priory40.eventbrite.co.uk

Dates for your Diary  
  

 
 

BBC Recordings for Belfast International Arts Festival.  
Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October More info to follow 

 
 

Priory Singers 40th Anniversary concert  
Saturday 17 October time? 

St Mark’s Dundela Parish Church  
Ticket info 

 
Carol Service - Nine Lessons and Carols 

Sunday 13 December, 6.30 pm 
We are delighted to welcome a choir from Strandtown Primary School. 

 
 

 
 

Priory Singers 40th 
Anniversary Concert

‘Echoes of the Land’ - a musical journey of 
home, heartache and hope.

Step into a powerful, song-filled story of courage, 
connection and the timeless pull of home. The show 
follows the intertwined lives of two remarkable 
women - Jenny in 1848 and Belle in 1909a- as they 
leave Ireland behind to forge new futures in America. 
Their parallel journeys unfold through a rich tapestry 
of traditional melodies and brand new songs written 
specially for the show.

An uplifting celebration of heritage, identity and 
the stories that shape us.

Dates for your Diary  
  

 
 

BBC Recordings for Belfast International Arts Festival.  
Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October More info to follow 

 
 

Priory Singers 40th Anniversary concert  
Saturday 17 October time? 

St Mark’s Dundela Parish Church  
Ticket info 

 
Carol Service - Nine Lessons and Carols 

Sunday 13 December, 6.30 pm 
We are delighted to welcome a choir from Strandtown Primary School. 

 
 

 
 

Dates for your Diary  
  

 
 

BBC Recordings for Belfast International Arts Festival.  
Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October More info to follow 

 
 

Priory Singers 40th Anniversary concert  
Saturday 17 October time? 

St Mark’s Dundela Parish Church  
Ticket info 

 
Carol Service - Nine Lessons and Carols 

Sunday 13 December, 6.30 pm 
We are delighted to welcome a choir from Strandtown Primary School. 

 
 

 
 

FRIDAY, 2nd OCTOBER 2026 
7.30 pm

St Mark’s Parish hall
2 Sydenham Avenue
Belfast BT4 2DR

Tickets at the Door - £10
Futher Information from Jacynth
07709969518



If you would like to receive reminders of parish events, please send your email 
address to the parish office and we will add you to our notification list. 


